The first atypical pneumonia: the history of the discovery of Mycoplasma pneumoniae.
The subject of atypical pneumonias is of great medical and historical interest to modern physicians. Although these diseases have no doubt affected humans throughout our history, it is not until the mid-twentieth century that physicians first began to differentiate certain atypical pulmonary infectious processes from typical pneumonia. Physicians at the time were unclear as to the precise etiology of these infections. As time progressed and study of these organisms continued, physicians were better able to identify the causative agent and devise tests with which to detect the disease. This article focuses on the description and ultimate identification of Mycoplasma pneumoniae.